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Mesa Valley Community School 
Academic Standards Checklist

Student Name: ______________________________________________ Academic Advisor: ______________________________________________ School Year: ___________
5th Grade English Language Arts
	Goal
	Application
	C
	S
	DATE

	Reading Comprehension &
 Recommended Texts
	General
	1. Lexile Band 640L–850L; stretch 740L–1010L
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Fifth graders can apply pre-reading strategies, such as identifying a purpose for reading, generating questions answers while reading, previewing sections of texts and activating prior knowledge to literary texts
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Fiction
	1. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Compare and contrast two or more character’s points of view, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Locate information to support opinions, predictions, inferences, and identification of the author’s message or theme
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Analyze literary devices to understand text:: simile, metaphor, imagery, personification, hyperbole, onomatopoeia
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Nonfiction
	1. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Use informational text features (such as bold type, headings, graphic organizers, numbering schemes, glossary) and text structures to organize information
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent
	☐
	☐
	

	Writing
	General
	1. Produce a variety of types of writing—including reports, summaries, letters, descriptions, research essays, essays that explain a process, stories, poems—with a coherent structure or story line.
2. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Narrative
	1. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
	☐
	☐
	

	1. 
	Opinion
	2. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
	☐
	☐
	

	3. 
	Research
	1. Know how to gather information from different sources, and write short reports synthesizing information from at least three different sources, presenting the information in his or her own words, with attention to the following: understanding the purpose and audience of the writing defining a main idea and sticking to it providing an introduction and conclusion organizing material in coherent paragraphs illustrating points with relevant examples documenting sources in a rudimentary bibliography.
	
	
	

	2. 
	Poetry
	1. Write poems using poetic techniques (alliteration, onomatopoeia); figurative language (simile, metaphor); and graphic elements (capital letters, line length)
	☐
	☐
	




	Concepts, Terms, & Other Standards
	Grammar
	1. Understand the function of nouns (subject, subject complement, direct object, indirect object, object of the preposition, or appositive)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Be able to identify and revise sentence fragments and run-ons
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Explain the function of conjunctions and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences”
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Know the following parts of speech and how they are used: nouns, verbs (action verbs and auxiliary verbs), adjectives (including articles).
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb (adverb)  tense
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	6. Understand that pronouns must agree with their antecedents in case (nominative, objective, possessive), number, and gender.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Punctuation
	1. Correctly use punctuation studied in earlier grades, as well as:
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. the colon before a list commas with an appositive
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Use semicolon to separate the clauses of a compound sentence when they are not separated by and, but, or, nor, or yet
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?).
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Use underlining or italics for titles of books.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Vocabulary
	1. Read and identify the meaning of roots and related word families in which the pronunciation of the root does not change
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Prefixes: anti (as in antisocial, antibacterial,) inter (as in interstate,) co (as in coeducation, co-captain,) mid (as in midnight, Midwest, ) fore (as in forefather, foresee,) post (as in postseason, postwar, )il, ir (as in illegal, irregular,)  semi (as in semicircle, semiprecious, ) suffixes: ist (as in artist, pianist, ish (as in stylish, foolish,)ness (as in forgiveness, happiness,) tion, sion (as in relation, extension)
	☐
	☐
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