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Mesa Valley Community School 
Academic Standards Checklist

Student Name: ______________________________________________ Academic Advisor: ______________________________________________ School Year: ___________
8th  Grade English Language Arts
	Goal
	Application
	C
	S
	DATE

	Reading Comprehension & Recommended Texts
	General
	· Lexile Band: 860-1010; stretch 925-1185 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Read works to self and aloud.  Listen to audio selections. 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Annotate thinking (connections, questions, note literary devices, etc) in margins or on sticky notes
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Topic (main idea of a text, ie: friendship) vs. theme (what the author is saying about that topic, ie: what makes a good friend)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Read and compare a factual portrayal of time, place or character with a fictional portrayal of the same
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Read and compare two authors on the same topic
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Trace and evaluate argument in nonfiction writing , assessing soundness of reasoning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Compare text to film or audio version
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Fiction
	· Read a variety of short stories and novels
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Write an objective summary of text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Write literary analysis paragraphs and essays focusing on literary elements of plot, character, setting, conflict, theme
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different narrators or characters in a text
	☐
	☐
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	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize and discuss allusions (verbally and in writing.)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize dramatic irony and be able to explain why the author used this device to further the story. How does the point of view of the author versus the reader/audience create tension or humor?
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Interpret figures of speech in context
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze how lines of dialogue or incidents in a story propel the action, reveal character traits, or provoke a decision
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Nonfiction
	· Read and understand memoir/biography/autobiography, articles, speeches, textbooks
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Be able to explain text structure, including graphic elements  
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Summarize main idea and supporting details 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Write an objective summary of the text 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize author’s point of view and how this affects the message
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Be able to explain an author’s purpose
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Compare two texts on the same topic for point of view, argument, and strength of evidence
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze the structure of a paragraph of text in detail, including the role of particular sentences in developing or refining a key concept.  
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (print/digital, video/text, multimedia, etc.) to present an idea or topic.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze the purpose of information presented in a variety of formats and evaluate purpose behind presentation. 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Delineate a speaker’s/author/s argument and specific claims, evaluation the soundness of reasoning.   
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Poetry
	· Read a variety of poetry including free verse, lyric/narrative, rhyming
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Be able to recognize rhyme scheme, rhythm, and repetition and explain the effect on meaning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze structure/form’s impact on meaning 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Drama
	· Read at least a one-act play aloud, watch/attend a dramatic performance
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze how form impacts meaning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Understand text features
	☐
	☐
	

	Writing
	General
	· Use the writing process: plan, draft, revise, edit, publish
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use standard conventions (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use precise and concise language 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Write for an authentic audience when possible
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· When writing about a text, use relevant textual evidence to support ideas  
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Narrative
	· Write about a real or imagined topic
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Write a short story with flashback and/or foreshadowing and dialog
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Establish context and point of view for narrator; use a logical event sequence
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use a well-structured event sequence and relevant descriptive details
	☐
	☐
	

	1. 
	Argument/
Persuasive
	· Take a position and support it with quality reasoning.  Refute counterarguments to strengthen your position.
	☐
	☐
	

	2. 
	
	· Write an argument essay: factual presentation of your argument, with clear reasons and concrete evidence.  State and refute counterargument.  Include a strong conclusion
	☐
	☐
	

	3. 
	
	· Research topic using primary and secondary sources and MLA 8 style for citations and works cited Write using formal style (No personal pronouns, no contractions, no slang/clichés). Use precise language. 
	☐
	☐
	

	4. 
	
	· Write essays to offer comparison, explain cause and effect, or support a point with evidence.  
	☐
	☐
	

	5. 
	
	· Use emotional and logical appeals in argument essays.
	☐
	☐
	

	6. 
	
	· Write using formal style (no personal pronouns, no contractions, no slang/clichés) and precise language
	☐
	☐
	

	7. 
	Informative
	· Write to explain a topic or process in various ways using formatting, graphics, and multimedia when appropriate
	☐
	☐
	

	8. 
	
	· Include relevant facts, data, quotations
	☐
	☐
	

	9. 
	
	· Introduce topic, organize supporting ideas, and include graphic elements when appropriate.  Clear introduction, body, and conclusion, and transition elements. 
	☐
	☐
	

	10. 
	
	· Write using formal style (No personal pronouns, no contractions, no slang/clichés)
	☐
	☐
	

	11. 
	
	· Write objective summaries
	☐
	☐
	

	12. 
	
	· Write literary analysis essays with textual evidence
	☐
	☐
	

	13. 
	Research
	· Research short topics with multiple sources
	☐
	☐
	

	14. 
	
	· Use credible sources; understand how to determine this
	☐
	☐
	

	15. 
	
	· In-text citations and works cited page using MLA 8 style
	☐
	☐
	

	16. 
	
	· Avoid plagiarism by summarizing, paraphrasing with citation, or using quotations with citation
	☐
	☐
	

	17. 
	
	· Use formal style
	☐
	☐
	

	18. 
	Poetry
	· Write poetry using poetic techniques, figurative language and graphic elements for effect
	☐
	☐
	

	Concepts, Terms, & Other Standards
	Concepts & Skills
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	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize and discuss verbally or in writing allusions
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Practice analogies and know the six main types
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Metacognition – thinking about my thinking as I read; annotate in text or on sticky notes
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Main idea vs. supporting details
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Delineate argument and evaluate strength of evidence
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Utilize reference tools, both print and digital, to find pronunciation and meaning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Able to determine bias in textual and visual media and explain author’s purpose
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Do a multimedia speech/presentation.  Organize the presentation with a clear beginning, middle, and conclusion.  Support ideas with valid reasoning. Use good eye-contact, volume, and speech
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize and explain valid versus faulty generalizations and logical fallacies in print and non-print tex.  
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Determine strengths and weaknesses in your own thinking and that of others (relevance, clarity, accuracy, fairness, significance, depth, breadth, logic, precision.)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Read and compare the text structure of two different texts and how structure affects meaning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Compare text to film or audio version
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze two or more texts which present conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree in fact and in interpretation
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patters of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, and describe how the material is made new
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Grammar
	· Review eight parts of speech
	☐
	☐
	☐

	
	
	· Understand verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) and their function in a sentence. 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize verb moods (indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive) and how they affect meaning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize and effectively use active/passive voice
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Identify and understand main and subordinate clauses and their functions in a sentence
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Punctuate dialogue correctly
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Effectively use commas, ellipses, and dash to indicate a break
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Vocabulary 
	· Context clues – Able to analyze potential meaning of a new word from clues in surrounding text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Greek & Latin roots: auto, annus, biblos, brachium, caput/capitis, centum, corpus, decem, demos, dens/dentis, digitus, dormio, duo, frater/fratris, liber/libri, lithos, manus, mater/matris, mille, nomen/nominis, novem, octo, pater/patris, pes/pedis, petros, polis, populus, prae (pre), pro, quattuor, quinque, septem, sex/sext, tres/tri, unus, urbs/urbis, vivo/victum
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Greek & Latin prefixes: hom-/homo-, hype-, mid-, neo-
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Greek & Latin suffixes: -ide, -ways
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Able to generate synonyms and  antonyms for vocabulary words and words in context
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Understand connotation and denotation of words and effect on meaning in context
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Recognize and explain verbal irony and puns in context
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Context clues – Able to analyze potential meaning of a new word from clues in surrounding text 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Figures of speech
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Utilize reference tools, both print and digital, to find pronunciation and meaning
	☐
	☐
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